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G23: EQUIPMENT
No item of saddlery or equipment may be misused. All saddlery and equipment is to be 
correctly fitted, used as intended in its manufactured state without adaptations and must be 
available for general purchase.

G23.1: Use of Whip, Spurs & Bits 
G23.1.1: Whips
The use of the whip must be for an appropriate reason, at an appropriate time, on the 
correct area of the horse and with the appropriate level of response.

Appropriate Reason: The whip must only be used as an aid to support the natural aids 
in encouraging the pony/horse forward, or to help the rider to encourage the pony/ 
horse in the right direction. For example, it may be used down the shoulder to keep a 
horse straight on the approach to a fence.

automatically excessive.

Appropriate Time: As an aid, the appropriate time is when the pony/horse is reluctant 
to go forward under natural aids i.e. seat and legs. Its use, for instance, after a 
refusal when a pony/horse has turned away, is excessive. Its use after elimination 
is excessive.

Right area of the horse: As an aid to go forward the whip may be used down the 
shoulder or behind the leg. The use of a whip on a head or neck 
is always excessive use.

Appropriate Level of Response: the whip should never be used more than three times 
during any incident; and if the pony/horse is marked by the whip (skin broken or a welt) its 
use is excessive. (The rider is expected to know if the pony/horse has sensitive skin and 
must use the whip accordingly). The arm should never be raised above the shoulder whilst 
using the whip. The whip should always be carried and used in the backhand (handle 
pointed upwards) position and never in the forehand position (handle pointed downwards).

Misuse of a whip: If, in the opinion of the judge/official, a whip is misused/overused 
the rider may face up to 25 penalties or disqualification at the discretion of the 
Official Steward.

Correct Incorrect

Dropping a whip: Whips may not be picked up if dropped, with the exception of Horse Trials 
see HT1.10.

G23.2: Spurs
Spurs must not be used to reprimand a pony/horse. Such use is always excessive, as is
any use that results in a pony/horse being marked by a spur. Misuse of spurs will render the
rider liable to disqualification and further disciplinary action.


